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Options to Serve Summary  
 
There are two generalized paths to serve. 
 
The first and preferred by the United Methodist and National BSA Relationship Committee is the new 
Annual Affiliation Agreement. This agreement recognizes how Scouting works in the totality of 
structure. There are local Scouting units who work with Churches and Councils. The councils work with 
BSA National. These four groups will be engaged in the new agreement.  
BSA National’s role has not changed a great deal. They carry insurance, provide program, and support 
local councils.  
 
Local councils work with the units wherever they are. Under this Annual Affiliation Agreement, the local 
Council will own the unit. This includes Assets and Providing the EIN for banking. The local council does 
the background checks, training, and approval of adults for the unit. There are other obligations at the 
council level, but each council is working to determine best how to execute these. It will take some time.  
The local unit agrees to utilize the program to grow youth in civic engagement, character, and faith. This 
execution is the existing goals for the program. They also agree to be respectful of the building and 
storage.  
 
The Church support comes in building use, storage, communication, membership growth, Faith 
opportunities (including Scout Sunday), and opportunities to fundraise. A church does not own the unit 
but is encouraged to be engaged and support the ministry. We support lots of ministries not owned by 
the church. Scouting has become one of them under this agreement. This will mean a transfer of assets 
to the council. Churches should work faithfully to do so.  
Facilities Use Agreement 
 
A second option is the Facilities Use Agreement. With this agreement, the unit has a traditional charter 
with another organization. There are some conferences that prefer this option. The church still responds 
to the ministry with space, storage, communication, membership growth, Faith opportunities (including 
Scout Sunday), and opportunities to fundraise. This option may be executed with Council ownership or 
with another organization owning the unit. Assets still transfer to the new charter.  
 


