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1) Who should approve adult applications? 

Answer: The United Methodist Church and BSA have agreed to extend charters until June 30, 2022. If a unit started the 

membership registration prior to Feb. 18, the language on the paperwork still says “charter renewal”, it is important to 

understand in the case of the UMC this is just membership renewal at this time . On Feb. 18th, the system was changed to 

reflect what is being approved with the extension. The membership may be approved and submitted by a Committee 

Chair, COR, or Scoutmaster. This approval is for membership renewal only and ensures a safe and uninterrupted 

Scouting program. Both are correct and should be approved by the UMC.  The updated final approval states: 

 
 

2) What should UMC units who turned in a signed Charter Agreement (or even a Facilities Use Agreement) do 

when the new agreement is available? 

Answer: The BSA and UMC continue to have a constructive dialogue on a path forward for our partnership. We will 

share the process for the new agreement as it is finalized.  
 

3) How is it being communicated to the Scout units about the charter extension? 

Answer: Communication has gone out through the United Methodist Conferences, BSA Councils, Conference Scouting 

Coordinators, and hopefully you. Please feel free to share the information with key stakeholders or contact your local 

Council.  
 

4) Do units chartered to Methodist Churches need to meet the recharter deadline of 3/31/22?  

Answer: No, the charter agreements have been extended until the end of June  2022. However, membership renewal 

must be completed to ensure an uninterrupted safe Scouting program. 
 

5) We do not sponsor a troop, but we do have a district Cub Scout Rally at our church every year. Should we use a 

facilities use agreement? 

Answer: Supporting an event with meeting space is a great way to invest in youth. Facilities Use Agreement allows for 

clear communication of expectations. It can be utilized for a single event or set for a year allowing for multiple events 

over the year. It is the appropriate tool. The local council can provide a certificate of insurance for this type of event. 
 

6) There is confusion around which version of the Facility Use Agreement to use?   

Answer: A nationwide facilities use agreement is attached to this communication. It has been shared with BSA Councils 

as well. This meets with the legal requirements of all 50 states.  
 

7) What does membership renewals mean? Explain... 

Answer: Membership renewal is the annual re-registering and paying of fees for membership to the Boy Scouts of 

America. For adults, it is also the authorization for criminal background checks, and the verification of Youth Protection 

Training.  
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8) I understand that if membership is not renewed, records will be purged from Council and National records, and 

access to Scoutbook, etc. will be denied.  Is it true that units have an extension to 3/31/22 for access to 

Scoutbook and Recharter 2.0? 

Answer: The records will not be lost or purged.  Scout and adult records remain in the system.  Access to ScoutBook and 

Advancement systems will end 90 days after the membership expiration date for the unit unless membership renewal 

has been completed.  The unit should not meet and will not have access to those key systems after that 90-day lapse 

period.  Please move quickly to avoid any interruption in your Scouting program.  There is NO EXTENSION of 

membership.  Please work with your council to complete the membership renewal process prior to the end of the 90-

day lapse period. 

 

9) Is this Charter extension for all Scout units or is this applicable to Methodist units only? 

Answer: This agreement is between the United Methodist Churches and the BSA only and does not apply to other 

organizations.   
 

10) If our churches are working with Scouts under a Facilities Use Agreement, the membership renewal is a BSA 

issue and not a local church issue? 

Answer: Yes. The Scouting unit has an alternative charter organization and membership renewal will be completed 

through that organization and the BSA.  Membership renewal will allow Scouts to have a safe uninterrupted Scouting 

program. These youth and adults participate in the ministry of the church through the FUA. The FUA remains a great 

alternative method to continue Scouting in the UMC. 
 

11) What if Membership renewal has already been submitted with Council and signed by COR? 

Answer: Then the unit is in good shape.  Keep Scouting and serving.  
 

12) Are New units allowed to be organized in the UMC? If so, what is the process? 

Answer: Yes, we encourage churches to support new units and serving more youth. A new unit should be a Council 

Registered unit with Facilities Use Agreement between the church and the local council until the new agreement is 

finalized.  
 

13) Restarting a unit? Activating a dormant unit?   

Answer: We do not want to lose any youth in Scouting. They need opportunities to grow and learn. If the charter 

expired before Dec. 31, 2021, then a council registered unit process will need to be followed utilizing the facilities use 

agreement with the church. If the charter was expiring on Dec. 31, 2021, then they were and are extended until Ju ne 30, 

2022. Please jump in.  
 

14) Is it technologically possible to pay for youth and adults in Recharter 2.0 and NOT pay the charter 

organization’s fee?  

Answer: YES, if the charter is listed as code 026 (The United Methodist) then the charter fee is delayed with the charter 

renewal extension.  This will paid once the BSA and UMC have established a new agreement. 

 

15) Is BSA General Liability Insurance still in place for the Methodist Church and does it cover sexual abuse during 

this grace period?   

Answer: Yes, BSA primary general liability insurance coverage remains in place and does not exclude sexual abuse. 

Primary coverage continues for the United Methodist Church; for both Charter Organizations and Facility Use 

Agreement’s.  Both church and adult Scout leaders are protected while the charters are extended through June 30th, 
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however; membership renewal must be completed to maintain insurance. The churches using Facility Use Agreements 

should be named as additional insured and a certificate of insurance can be provided by your local council.  
  

Boy Scout Troops have been a ministry within the Methodist Church for over 50 years before we became The United 

Methodist Church in 1968. It still is a ministry for hundreds of thousands of youths and volunteers who serve them 

across the world. It is a door open to the communities we live in. The foundations are still relevant today: Duty to God, 

to country & others, and to self. This 100+ year partnership has developed leaders who have become pastors and 

Bishops, local leaders, and disciples who live their faith. Thank you for serving! 


